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a story or Is symbolic of some event. Often these
designs are so involved and Intricate that at first
glance they appear meaningless, but once one be-
comes familiar with the style, the technique and the
handling of the art, the motifs may readily be inter-
preted. As these, like the forms of the vessels them-
selves, are frequently duplicated, It may be that they
conveyed thoughts, messages^ or recorded events.
Aside from their unique and astonishing pottery,
the Nascans were expert weavers, feather-workers,
metal workers and wood-carvers. Their textiles,
often finer than anything made by machinery, are
found well preserved in the graves with the mummies.
Much of the textile work is plain weaving, but the
best, and a very large proportion of it, is tapestry in
which the most elaborate and intricate designs in
many colors are brought out by a sort of embroidery
upon a woven base. So fine Is much of this that it
seems Impossible to believe that it could have been
done by human figures, Not infrequently the
stitches are so small that they are almost invisible to
the naked eye, and the designs seem at first sight to
be painted upon the cloth. In their feather-work the
Nascans sewed thousands of small, bright-colored
feathers on to a woven background, and in this way
made belts, headbands and even large ponchos and
entire garments of the most artistically blended tints,
and of surpassing beauty. Silver and gold were used
extensively, and were beautifully wrought Into In-
numerable forms for utensils, weapons and orna-
ments. Copper was seldom if ever used. Their
woodwork, especially ceremonial staffs and spades^
was most elaborately and intricately carved.